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THE X-FACTOR (Spoiler Alert), Tyler Ellis, Campus Minister 
 

Last year Tom Hanks starred in a movie called Sully, based on the true story of an airline pilot 

named Chesley ‘Sully’ Sullenberger. In 2009, he successfully landed an airplane in the Hudson 
River after the plane lost power in both engines when it struck a large flock of geese. Amazingly, 
there was not a single casualty. All 155 people on the plane survived!  
 

After conducting an investigation to determine if the pilot made the right decision to land on   
water instead of a runway, one wide-eyed lawyer said with great respect (and I paraphrase), “I 

can say with absolute confidence that after speaking with the rest of the flight crew, bird experts, 
aviation engineers, and after simulating every scenario…there were still accidental results.     
Captain Sullenberger, removing you from the equation of math, it fails. You were the x-factor.” 
 

In response, the Captain humbly said, “I disagree. It wasn't just me, it was all of us. Jeff, Donna, 
Sheila and Doreen. And all passengers, rescue workers, air traffic control, helicopter crews and 

Scuba Cops. We all did it! We survived.” 
 

It’s that same perspective we strive to maintain at the Christian Student Center as well. We know 
there’s no way we could possibly fulfill our vision of, “Challenging the head, heart, and hands of 
students to know Jesus and make him known,” without the collaboration of volunteers.  
 

So we want to thank and 
honor those who cook lunches 
and who host tailgates; those 
who contribute to our annual 
budget and the endowment 
and who serve on the board; 

those who paint walls and 
who plant flowers; those     
involved in the Adopt-A-
Student program and who  
tutor internationals; those 
who teach Bible classes and 
who are guest speakers; 
those who offer their services 
in fundraising events and who 
greet new students at church.  
 

“We all did it!”  
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This semester we had 25+ individuals serve 
as Bible teachers or speakers at the CSC. 

 

On Sundays, Dave Keim took the College  
Bible Class at Laurel Church of Christ 
through Galatians. In our Monday Disciple-
ship Groups, John Auxier took the men 
through the minor prophets, and Ingrid 
Ruffin coordinated speakers to take the 
women through Psalms. Finally, guest  
speakers on Thursdays tackled Hebrews. 

/ GULFCOAST GETAWAY 

/ BIBLE STUDIES 

One of the great traditions at the CSC is the annual student conference in Panama City, Florida, 
called Gulf Coast Getaway. 
 

In January, we took a group of 40 to join 1,100 students at the Edgewater Resort, which was right 
on the beach (it’s a tough job, but somebody’s gotta do it). The theme was Citizens, and our key-
note speaker was a professor from Abilene Christian University, Randy Harris, who took us through 
the book of Philippians.  
 

The extended weekend included much time in worship, five keynote sessions, a number of classes 
to choose from, Community Groups for discussing what we were learning, lots of booths to browse 
for discovering opportunities with non-profits and grad schools, and free time on the beach to hang 
out and play sports. It was a wonderful time of bonding for our ministry! 



/ SERVICE PROJECTS 

/ WEDNESDAY LUNCHES 

Aside from rotating students through a weekly     
service project — handing out food in partnership 
with the Knoxville Dream Center — we also went to 
Gatlinburg in the wake of the forest fire. There, we 
helped build sheds, providing security for tools as 
families who lost their homes rebuild. 

Every week, students run an outreach table on        
campus, where among other things they pass out 
vouchers, inviting students to stop by the CSC for a 
free lunch. These lunches are home-cooked meals 
prepared and served by volunteers. Many students 
at the CSC today can trace their involvement back 
to one such meal! 

/ SOCIAL EVENTS 

/ DAY OF PRAYER  

Our activities provide students an additional opportu-
nity to invite and make friends. This semester we did 
basketball; bowling; ice skating; luau party; karaoke; 
laser tag; dodge ball; hiking; and a drive-in movie. We 
also did a weekly competition called Ninja Warrior, 
where we divided students into two teams to earn 
points though fun and random games. The winning 
team was awarded a free trip to a trampoline park. 

February 23rd marked an annual event called Colle-
giate Day of Prayer, when Christians from churches 
and Campus Ministries across the nation “adopt” 
campuses to pray for. CSC staff, Tyler and Josh, 
helped plan and execute the event at UT. Through a 
handful of volunteers, over 100 students stopped for 
personal prayer in addition to written requests    
collected on the Pedway. 



/ GALA: DINNER AUCTION, Tyler Ellis 

You’ve probably heard by now that working behind the scenes 
of our Campus Ministry is a group of volunteers serving on a 
board dedicated to raising $1,000,000 for an endowment; a 
501(c)(3) organization. It is our dream that the interest from 
these funds will provide money for current and future        
programs in order to reach more students at the University of 
Tennessee. For example, scholarships for students to attend 
retreats and conferences and go on mission trips; improve-

ments and emergency maintenance at the CSC facility; as 
well as internships to raise up more Campus Ministers. 
 
In an effort to raise awareness for the endowment, we hosted 
a Gala on March 25th, complete with a professional auction-
eer, entertainment, dinner, and childcare. While our main 
objective was to raise awareness for the endowment, we   
happily raised nearly $7,000 through ticket sales, raffles, and 
the live and silent auctions. 
 
Dr. Joe Johnson, former President of UT, graciously spoke at 
the event. He emphasized how our vision for reaching our 
goal will come primarily through large donations, especially 
as folks include the endowment in their wills. This, of course, 
is in addition to the more pressing annual CSC budget which 
we are seeking monthly donors for as well. 
 
All in all, the Gala was a successful event. Not only did it  

provide a fun night out, but there were 24 individuals and/or 
families that donated their time and talents. These services 
included cooking, clock making, photography, dental work, 
estate planning, babysitting, tutoring, embroidering, pottery 
classes, pinstriping, yard work, and graphic design; along with 
offering the use of cabins, football tickets, and many other 
items as well.       
 
As I said before, “We all did it!” 



/ MISSION TRIP 

“One-third of the world's population is considered “unreached,” meaning that they 
have less than a 2% chance of ever hearing the gospel.  
 

On our trip, we found ourselves in one of the few places within our own borders 
where these “unreached” people are coming to us on refugee visas. People from 
North Africa, Iran, and Nepal, who would never have a hope of hearing about Christ, 
have been brought here by God’s grace. Through the groundwork laid by Friends of 
Refugees in Clarkston, GA, we had the great honor of laboring for our Lord in a direct 
way - working to fulfill the Great Commission for the unreached people of the world.”  
 
~Josh Zito, Associate Campus Minister 

            Incidentally, the Director of Operations at Friends of Refugees is Jim Neal, an 
        alumni of the Christian Student Center. His wife Laura is also an alumni of the CSC. 

 
PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS 
 

 Worshiping with a Burmese congregation. 
 Tutoring and playing with children every day with an afterschool program. 
 Volunteering at an elementary school with kids from 40 countries. 
 Cleaning and reorganizing the shop for the Refugee Sewing Society. 
 Painting and doing office work for Café Clarkston (which helps refugees find jobs). 
 Visiting Refuge Coffee with the FoR CEO. 
 Sorting donated clothes for a fundraiser. 
 Visiting the second largest Hindu temple in the country. 
 Joining children and teens for pizza and Bible study at Northlake Church of Christ. 
 Doing manual labor at FoR’s Jolly Avenue Garden, chopping wood, organizing supplies, and 

cleaning out storage sheds. 
 Having dinner in the homes of refugee families from Africa and Syria. 



Saturday, April 29, marked our annual Torchbearers’ Banquet. While not all graduates were avail-
able to attend, the program featured 11 students who were involved at the CSC on various levels.  
 

The evening included a variety of important elements such as sharing a delicious meal with family 
and friends; prayer and worship; giving gifts to volunteers, Student Leaders, and graduates; a key-
note address from Mark Smith, pulpit minister of Laurel Church of Christ; watching senior slide-
shows and a year-at-a-glance video (which can be viewed at CSCUTK.org); and finally, having the 
Laurel elders say a commissioning prayer over our graduates.   

TWO STEPS FORWARD, ONE STEP BACK 
 

Meet Tommy Smith, a fraternity guy at UT who just graduated 

with a degree in Nuclear Engineering. He and I met in the fall of 
2015. Tommy was an agnostic interested in meeting on a weekly 
basis for investigative faith studies.  
 

Over the last two years, we have read a stack of books and 
tackled some big questions. Shortly after The Case for Christ 

movie hit theaters (retelling the true story of Lee Strobel’s   
journey from atheism to faith in Christ) I took Tommy to see the 
movie. I think it was very instrumental in connecting the head 
with the heart, which led Tommy to profess his faith in Jesus 
two weeks later. 
 

May we all be reminded to ask questions and go where truth 
points; to be intentional in reaching out to those far from God; 
to utilize the excellent resources available; and to not give up 
but prayerfully persevere! 



cscutk.org   /  Facebook.com/groups/utkcsc  /  Twitter.com/CSCUTK 
 

TYLER ELLIS 
 

BTylerEllis.com  /  302-766-3003  /  BTylerEllis@hotmail.com 
Facebook.com/MrTylerEllis  /  Twitter.com/BTylerEllis  

“On November 5, 2016, The University of Tennes-
see had its Homecoming Day. On that same day a 
Christian Student Center Reunion was held at the 
Laurel Church of Christ. 
 

JUL. 20-23, Campus for Christ Conference in Canyon, TX. 

AUG. 20, Orange Sunday at Laurel Church of Christ 

AUG. 20-21, Student Leadership Team Retreat  

AUG. 23, Classes Begin at the University of Tennessee 

AUG. 24, First Encounter (worship & Bible study) at the CSC 

SEP. 4, First football game of the season at Georgia Tech 

/ UPCOMING EVENTS 



Laurel Church of Christ 
Christian Student Center 
1821 Melrose Ave. 
Knoxville, TN. 37916 

www.CSCUTK.org 
Return Service Requested  


